Serial No.: 10/027,079 
Examiner: Tran, Khoa H. 
Art Unit: 3634 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A rack for electrical equipm e nt comprising: 

a base including acc e s s- ap e rtures for rec e iving wir e s therethrough and mounting 
ap e rtures for s e curing th e base to a floor upon which the rack is mount e d; 

a pair of v e rtically e xtending upright m e mb e rs having - lower e nds se cured to 
opposit e s id e s of the ba s e, e ach upright member having a web, opposing first and s e cond flanges 
projecting from the w e b, and oponingo for mounting e l e ctrical e quipment thereon; 

a cross m e mb e r extending between upp e r end s of th e upright m e mb e rs; 

as set forth in claim 34. and further comprising separate flange reinforcing plates 
secured flat against interior surfaces of the flanges of the upright members and extending 
vertically from the lower ends of the upright members. 

& 2. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the reinforcing plates are 
attached to the flanges by welding. 

(Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , wherein each of the reinforcing 
plates extends about one-fifth the height of the upright members. 

4. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , wherein at least a portion of one of 
the flanges of the upright members tapers towards the web from the lower ends of the upright 
members. 

5. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the second flanges of the 
upright members each includes a lower portion extending upwardly from the lower end of the 
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upright member, an upper portion extending downwardly from the upper end of the upright 
member, and a tapered portion tapering towards the web between the lower and the upper ( 
portions. 

6. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1, wherein each of the upright members 
further comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second flanges. 

(Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising at least one brace 
secured to the cross-member and extending through the web of each upright member, and 
secured to one of the flanges of each upright member. 

8. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 7, wherein the cross member comprises 
a web and first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross member, 
and wherein the at least one brace is secured to interior surfaces of the first flanges of the cross 
member and the upright members. 

9. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1, wherein the base comprises a bottom 
plate, an end wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate, and a top wall extending 
horizontally from the end wall above the bottom plate. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 9, wherein the mounting 
apertures of the base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings 
positioned over the mounting apertures. 

1 1 . (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 9, wherein the bottom plate includes 
cut-outs accommodating the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members 
are unobstructed. 
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12. (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 1, wherein the baso includes o 
bottom plato, cido channolc extending at an angle botwoon tho bottom plato and the - webs of tho 
upright members, and a control channol extending horizontally botwoon tho sid e ohannc 4s second 
flanges of the upright members each includes a lower portion extending upwardly from the lower 
end of the upright member, an u pper portion extending downwardly from the upper end of the 
upright member, and a tapered portion tapering towards the web between the lower and the upper 
portions and the base includes cut- outs accommodating the upright members, such that the lower 
ends of the upright members are unobstructed . 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 1 2, wherein th e baso further 
includ e s anglod inserts including vortical s o otiono positioned against tho upright memborc and 
horizontal sections pooitionod against tho bottom plato, and whoroin tho side channola oxtend at 
an anglo botwoon tho v e rtical and horizontal portions of tho anglo insorto at least two of the 
reinforcing plates are secured flat ag ainst interior surfaces of the tapered portions of the second 
flanges of the upright members . 

14. (Currently Amended) A rack for electrical equipment comprising: 

a base including access apertures for receiving wires therethrough and mounting 
apertures for securing the base to a floor upon which the rack is mounted; 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upright member having a web, opposing first and second flanges 
projecting from the web, and openings for mounting electrical equipment thereon; 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; and 

wherein at loaot a portion of ono of tho flanges of tho upright members tapers 
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towards the w e b from tho lower ends of tho upright momb e rs the second flanges of the upright 
members each includes a lower portion extending upwardly from the lower end of the upright 
member, an upper portion. extending downwardly from the upper end of the upright member, and 
a tapered porrion^^ingt^ar^ the web between the lower and the upper portions and the 
base includes cu^o^s^eSirmodating the upright members . ~ 


\p< (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 14, whcrcin - th e s e cond flang e s 
of th e upright memb e rs e ach inoludos a lower portion e xtending upwardly from the lower e nd of 
th e upright member, an upp e r portion ext e nding downwardly from the upper end of th e upright 
m e mber, and a tap e red portion tap e ring towards th e w e b betw ee n th e low e r and the upper 
portion s further comprising reinforcing plates secured flat against interior surfaces of the tapered 
portions of the second flanges of the upright members . 

^ 16. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 14, wherein each of the upright 
members further comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second 
flanges. 

1 17. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 14, further comprising at least one 
brace secured to the cross-member and extending through the web of each upright member, and 
secured to one of the flanges of each upright member. 

^ 18. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 7, wherein the cross member 
comprises a web and first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross 
member, and wherein the at least one brace is secured to interior surfaces of the first flanges of 
the cross member and the upright members. 
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4 19. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 14, wherein the base comprises a 
bottom plate, an end wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate, and a top wall extending 
horizontally from the end wall above the bottom plate. 

1° 20. (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 19, wherein the mounting 
apertures of the base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings 
positioned over the mounting apertures. 

U 21. (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 1 9, wherein the bottom plate 
includ e s out outs accommodating the upright m e mbers, suoh that the low e r e nds of the upright 
members arc unobGtruotod end wall is secured to and extends between the tapered portions of the 
second flanges of the upright members . 

22. A rack as set forth in claim 14, wherein the base includes a bottom plate, side 
channels extending at an angle between the bottom plate and the webs of the upright members, 
and a central channel extending horizontally between the side channels. 

23. A rack as set forth in claim 22, wherein the base further includes angled inserts 
including vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal sections 
positioned against the bottom plate, and wherein the side channels extend at an angle between the 
vertical and horizontal portions of the angle inserts. 

24. (Currently Amended) A rack for e lectrical e quipment comprising: 

a bas e including access apertures for r e c e iving wir e s th e rethrough and mounting 
ap e rtures for s e curing the base to a floor upon which the rack is mount e d; 

a pair of vertically extending upright m e mbers having low e r ends s e cur e d te 
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opposite aidos of tho baso, each upright member having a web, opposing first and second flange ; 


projecting from the wob, and openings for mounting cloctrionl equipment thcroon; Zf 

a cross member oxtending botwoon upp o r onds of the upright mombers; and 

1 as set forth in claim 34. and further comprising at least one brace secured to the 

cross-member and extending through the web of each upright member, and secured to one of the 
flanges of each upright member. 

% 25. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the cross member 
comprises a web and first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross 
member, and wherein the at least one brace is secured to interior surfaces of the first flanges of 
the cross member and the upright members. 

y 26. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein each of the upright 
members further comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second 
flanges. 


M 27. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the base comprises a 
bottom plate, an end wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate, and a top wall extending 
horizontally from the end wall above the bottom plate. 

-y? 28. (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 27, wherein the mounting 
apertures of the base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings 
positioned over the mounting apertures. 

^ 29. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 27, wherein the bottom plate includes 
cut-outs accommodating the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members 


7 


BST99 1J50253-2.06I847.0013 


Serial No.: 10/027,079 
Examiner: Trail, Khoa H. 
Art Unit: 3634 


are unobstructed. 



30. (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the bas e includ e s a 


bottom plat e , s id e chann e ls e xt e nding at an angl e betw ee n the bottom plat e and th e w e b s of th e 
upright members, and a c e ntral chann e l e xtending horizontally between tho - sid e chann e ls second 
flanges of the upright members each includes a lower portion extending upwardly from the lower 
end of the upright member, an upper portion extending downwardly from the upper end of the 
upright member, and a tapered portion tapering towards the web between the lower and the upper 
portions and the base includes cut-outs accommodating the upright members, such that the lower 
ends of the upright members are unobstructed, and the base includes an end wall secured to and 
extending between the tapered portions of the second flanges of the upright members . 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 30, wherein the base further 
i nclud e s angled ins e rts including v e rtical section s positioned against th e upright m e mbers and 
horizontal s e ctions positioned against th e bottom plate, and wh e r e in tho.sido chann e ls e xt e nd at 
an angl e b e tw ee n tho vertical and horizontal portions of th e angl e ins e rts further comprising 
reinforcing plates secured flat against interior surfaces of the tapered portions of the second 
flanges of the upright members 

32. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the at least one brace 
comprises two braces. 


% yl (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 32, wherein each brace has a length 

equal to at least one quarter a length of the cross member. 
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34. (Original) A rack for electrical equipment comprising: 

vV . - 
a base including access apertures[for receiving wires therethrough] and mounting 

apertures |for securing the base to a floor upon which the rack is mountedj 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upright member having a^web, opposing first and second flanges 
projecting from the web, and openings for mounting electrical equipment thereon; 

it 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; and 

wherein the base includes a bottomp>te, side channels extending at an angle 
between the bottom plate and the webs ofmT5pright members, and a central channel extending 
horizontally between the side channels. 

tfrh \ 35 - (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 34, wherein the base further includes 
angled inserts including vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal 
sections positioned against the bottom plate, and wherein the side channels extend at an.angle 
between the vertical and horizontal portions of the angle inserts. 

^Itjrt 36. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 34, wherein each of the upright 

members further comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second 
flanges. 

\1 37. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 34, wherein the base comprises a 
bottojn_plate, an end wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate, and a top wa!? extending 
horizontally from the end wall above the bottom plate. 


9 


BST99 1350253-2.061847.0013 


00 



Serial No.: 10/027,079 

Examiner: Tran, Khoa H. 

Art Unit: 3634 

^ 38. (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 37, wherein the mounting 


pertures of the base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings 


Of) C?*>) 
p wall includes access openings 


positioned over the mounting apertures. 

xV^ 39. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 37, wherein the bottom plate includes 
cut-outs accommodating the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members 
are unobstructed. 

40. (Original) A rack for electrical equipment comprising: 

a base including access apertures for receiving wires therethrough and mounting 
apertures for securing the base to a floor upon which the rack is mounted; 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upright member having a web, opposing first and second flanges 
^ projecting from the web, and openings for mounting electrical equipment thereon, wherein at 

least a portion of one of t he flanges of each of the uprigh t members tapers towards the web from 
the lower ends of the upright members; 

separate flange reinforcing plates secured flat against interior surfaces of the 
* flanges of the upright members and extending vertically from the lower ends of the upright 
members; 

At* 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; 

at least one brace secured to the cross-member and extending through the web of 
x ffi^ each upright member, and secured to one of the flanges of each upright member; 

^ side channels extending at an angle between the base and the webs of the upright 
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members; and 


a central channel extending horizontally between the side channels. 

4i. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the reinforcing plates are 
attached to the flanges by welding. 

(7/42Q (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein each of the reinforcing 
plates extends about one^fifth the height of the upright members. 

(Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the second flanges of the 
upright members each includes the tapered portion, a lower portion extending upwardly from the 
lower end of the upright member to the tapered portion, an upper portion extending downwardly 
from the upper end of the upright member to the tapered portion, and the tapered portion tapers 
towards the web from the lower portion to the upper portion. 

^JA^ (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein each of the upright 
members further comprises a hp extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second 
flanges. 

(Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the cross member 
comprises a web and first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross 
member, and wherein the at least one brace is secured to interior surfaces of the first flanges of 
the cross member and the upright members. 

*y (Currently Amended) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the base comprises 
a bottom plate, an end wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate and a top wall extending 
horizontally from the end wall above the bottom plate, wherein the mounting apertures of the 
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base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings positioned over 


^the mounting apertures 


(Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the base includes cut-outs 
accommodating the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members are 
unobstructed. 


(Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, further comprising angled inserts 
including vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal sections 
positioned against the base, and wherein the side channels extend at an angle between the vertical 
and horizontal portions of the angle inserts. 
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